
 

AECSP 
Association des enseignants et  

chercheurs en sciences politiques   

 
 

 
 

Département des études slaves 
CERCEC CETOBAC 

 

G.R.A.C. 
 

 

 
 

 IFEAC 

 
 
 

COMMUNIQUÉ 
 
 
On the occasion of a special meeting held on June 30 at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales of 
Paris, a group of French scholars specialising in the study of modern-day Central Asia have expressed their deep 
concern after the arrest in Tajikistan, on June 16, of Mr Alexander Sodiqov, a PhD candidate of Tajikistani 
citizenship at the University of Toronto. Detained incommunicado by the State Committee for National Security, 
Mr Sodiqov has been charged of ‘high treason’ on account of the Article 305 of the Criminal Code of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, an offence punishable by a penalty of twelve to twenty years of imprisonment. The meeting in Paris 
was preceded and followed by others on the same theme in Toronto, Exeter, London, Freiburg, Heidelberg, 
Washington DC, Canberra, Astana and Bishkek. In the meantime, such organisations as Amnesty International 
and Human Rights Watch have highlighted the risk that this detention give way to ill treatment if not torture. 

Mr Sodiqov was beginning in Khorogh (the capital of the Autonomous Region of Upper Badakhshan) a political-
science inquiry in the framework of a collective research project on ‘Rising Powers and Conflict Management in 
Central Asia’, supported by public academic funds of Great Britain and managed by the Universities of Exeter 
and Newcastle under the leadership of Prof John D. Heathershaw in Exeter. This project required meeting with 
figureheads of the civil society and Mr Sodiqov was arrested during an interview with Mr Alim Sherzamonov, a 
regional leader of the oppositional Social-Democratic Party of Tajikistan. On the pretext of Mr Sodiqov’s activ-
ities as an independent blogger and an expert at the Jamestown Foundation, a hostile press campaign has been 
launched against him by the official media of Tajikistan. If confirmed, the Mr Sodiqov’s trial promises to take 
place in a particularly unfavourable context. 

The signatories of the present appeal would like to express their extreme anxiety about this set of facts potentially 
detrimental to the international prestige of Tajikistan, a country which stands out for almost two decades by the 
practice of a relative political pluralism and by the quality of its international cooperation, in the academic field 
notably, with France and the countries of the European Union. In spite of the common benefits that have re-
sulted from this cooperation, Mr Sodiqov’s situation and the more minor incidents that have in the meantime 
opposed in the Roghun District the local police to international scholars could bring several French and Euro-
pean organisations to re-examine the terms and conditions of their multiple and active partnerships with Tajiki-
stan. 

We sincerely hope that a happy way out can soon be found by the political authorities of Tajikistan to this fatal 
situation, so that the French-Tajik and Euro-Tajik cooperation in human, political and social sciences can con-
tinue on constructive bases. 
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